Jim Courter has been Chairman of the Defense
Base Closure and Realignment Commission since
1991. Prior to that, he represented the 12th
district of New Jersey in the U.S. House of
Representatives from 1979 until 1991. While
in Congress, Congressman Courter chaired the
House Military Reform Caucus and served on
the following subcommittees of the House Armed
Services Committee: Military Installations and
Facilities, Procurement and Military Nuclear
Systems, and Research and Development. In 1987,
he was appointed to the joint select committee
charged with investigating the diversion of funds
to the Nicaraguan democratic opposition in
the “Iran-Contra Affair.” Chairman Courter is
senior partner of the law firm he founded,
Courter, Kobert, Laufer, Purcell, and Cohen,
in Hackettstown, New Jersey.

Peter B. Bowman is Vice President for Quality
Assurance for Gould, Inc., a diversified manu-
facturing company in Newburyport, Massachu-
setts. A career naval officer, Mr. Bowman
attended the U.S. Naval Nuclear Power School
and the Naval Submarine School. He served
aboard three separate nuclear submarines and
later at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. After tours
at the Naval Sea Systems Command and Mare
Island Naval Shipyard and 30 years service, he
retired in 1990 as the Shipyard Commander at
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. Mr. Bowman was
an instructor for the Center for Naval Analysis
at the Naval Postgraduate School from 1990
through 1991.

Beverly B. Byron was a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives representing the
6th District of Maryland from 1979 until
January 1993. While in Congress, she served as
Chairman of the Military Personnel and Com-
pensation Subcommittee of the House Armed
Services Committee. In this capacity, Congress-
woman Byron directed Congressional oversight
for 42 percent of the U.S. defense budget and
played a key role in overseeing the drawdown
of U.S. forces overseas. She also served on the
Research and Development Subcommittee. From
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1983 until 1986, Mrs. Byron chaired the House
Special Panel on Arms Control and Disarma-
ment and served from 1980 until 1987 on the
U.S. Air Force Academy Board of Visitors.

Rebecca G. Cox is Vice President for Govern-
ment Affairs for Continental Airlines. Mrs. Cox
formerly served as Assistant to the President
and Director of the Office of Public Liaison for
President Ronald Reagan. Concurrently, she
served as Chairman of the Interagency Com-
mittee for Women'’s Business Enterprise. Prior
to her service in The White House, Mrs. Cox
was Assistant Secretary for Government Affairs
at the Department of Transportation. She had
previously served at the Department of Trans-
portation as Counselor to the Secretary. Mrs.
Cox began her career in the U.S. Senate, where
she was Chief of Staff to Senator Ted Stevens.

General Hansford T. Johnson, U.S. Air Force
(Retired) served in the Air Force for 33 years
and was Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Trans-
portation Command and of the Air Mobility
Command, leading these commands in Opera-
tion Desert Shield/Desert Storm. During his
career, he served in South Vietnam, commanded
the 22nd Bombardment Wing, was Deputy Chief
of Staff for Operations of the Strategic Air Com-
mand, Vice Commander-in-Chief of Pacific Air
Forces, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the
U.S. Central Command and Director of the Joint
Staff of the Joint Chiefs of Stalf. General Johnson
is now Chief of Staff of the United Services
Automobile Association.

Harry C. McPherson, Jr., is a partner in the
law firm of Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson
and Hand in Washington, D.C. He served as
Deputy Under Secretary of the Army for Inter-
national Affairs and later as Assistant Secretary
of State for Educational and Cultural Affairs.
He then served as Special Counsel to President
Lyndon B. Johnson. Mr. McPherson served in
the U.S. Air Force and was President of the
Federal City Council. He was General Counsel
for the John F. Kennedy Center for the
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Performing Arts from 1977 until 1991 and is
currently Vice Chairman of the U.S. Interna-
tional Trade and Cultural Center Commission.

Robert D. Stuart, Jr., was U.S. Ambassador to
Norway from 1984 to 1989 after serving as Presi-
dent, Chief Executive Officer, and Chairman of
The Quaker Oats Company. Ambassador Stuart
is President of Conway Farms, a real estate
development company. He is also a Director of
the Atlantic Council, the Washington Center and
the Center for Strategic and International Stud-
ies. Previously, he was President of the Council
of American Ambassadors and Vice Chairman
of the Illinois Commission on the Future of Public
Service. He served in the U.S. Army in Europe
during World War II. He also served as a Com-
missioner on the Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission in 1991.
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