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U.S. EPA Completes Radiation Survey
at McClellan Air Force Base

ety

To ensurethat McClellan hangars, runways, and
AFB isfree of any radioac- taxiway and flight line
tive contamination asthe areas. Thisoperationtook
base movestoward closure, four daysto complete.

last October theU. S. EPA

wasrequested to conduct a Theresaults, whichwere
scan of the entire base for released on November 22,
radioactivity. Concerns indicatethat most of

about radiation at McCldlan McClellan AFB isfree of
AFB firgt surfaced two radioactive contamination.
yearsago, when drums X : Two previousy known
bearing radioactive waste LA ST il exceptionsare Confirmed

labelswerefoundinanold Fromlefttoright: GeorgeMcAlister,McClellan ~ Sit€(CS) 10, aknown
disposal pit onthewestern  Tech Ops Division (in van); Scott Faller, U.S. EPA; burid pit, and Building 252,
sideof thebase (see“Phase  Major Robert Senchy, McClellan Bioenvironmental  which was aradium paint

2 Field Work Completein Eng.; and Roger Shura, U.S. EPAwith EPAvan  ghop Three additiond
CS10,” page2). Concerns scanning equipment used to detect radiation levels. amall siteswere discovered

fromthe community and duringthescan. Theste
reuseinterests prompted the U. S. EPAto bring their withthe highest reading, inthe southern portion of the
mobile scanning unit to McClellan AFB. base near an abandoned building pad, iswell below
Themobile unit isavan equipped with severd levelsthat cause ahealth concern. Evenso, thedirt
radiation sensors. Thevanisdrivendowly (about 7— was quickly removed fromthe area, decreasing the
12 mph) next to the ground to be scanned while readings by 90 percent . Another sitewasjust north

sensorsregister any radiation. By usngmorethanone  of the northwest taxiway, and the third wasthelarge
sensor, expertscanidentify thetypeof radiationbeing  greenincinerator located near the intersection of
registered. Bailey and Dudley Loop.

On the Inside EREVER=:N Community members had voiced concerns about a
crew surveyed both  particular area—padswhere, inthe 1950s, aircraft

et NEC GRS  Sdesof dll streets that had flown through radioactive cloudswere
Con plete n CS10

andtravel wayson  washed down. However, acareful scan of thearea
RABM en berProfile: 3 McCldlan AFB. revealed no evidence of resdual radioactive material.
M r.Del Callaw &y Structuresscanned A summary report isavailablefor review at the
Jauay22RAB included buildings, Adminigtrative Record—BIdg. 269D, McClellan
Meeth ch@nia sorageareas, AFB; or you may cal Mgor Robert Senchy at 643-
fields, ditches, 0830 x154, for moreinformation. 2sisse-
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Phase 2 Field Work Complete in CS 10

Last month, crews completed thefield portion of the
Phase 2 Remedia Investigationin the northern part of
Operable Unit C (OU C). Thispart of OU C
includes Confirmed Site (CS) 10, thedisposal pit
where adrum bearing aradioactive waste label had
been uncovered and low-level radium-226 contami-
nation wasfound inthe surface soll.

In October 1995, the drumswereremoved. The
drumwiththeradioactivelabel wasopened and
inventoried to determinewhether any radioactive
wastewasinthedrum. However, no radioactivity
greater than naturally occurring background radiation
wasdetected.

Last month’sinvestigation wasto determinewhether
the subsurface soil in CS 10 iscontaminated with
radioactivewaste. Boringsweredrilled throughthe
landfill material and scanned with asodium-iodide
probe, whichwill detect gammaradiation. All
adequate measureswere taken to protect the health
and safety of the sampling crews.

After all thedataare andyzed, theresultsof this
investigation will beincluded inthe Remedia I nvesti-
gation Characterization Summary (RICS) for OU C.
Thedraft report will be submitted to theregulatory
agenciesinMay 1997. Preliminary results suggest
that theradioactivity islimited to theareawherethe
drumswerefirst reported. S<=ss-

OperableUnit (OU) A—Field Sampling Completed

The completion of Phase 2 Field Samplingisa

milestone marking the end of theinvestigative efforts
in Operable Unit (OU) A. With datacollected during
thisinvestigation, expertswill characterizethenature

and extent of contamination in the soils, and determine

how far any contaminated groundwater has migrated.
Thischaracterization will eventually help McCldlan
AFB, regulatory agencies, and community members
decide onthe best course of actionto cleanup the
areaswhere contamination wasidentified.

Before environmenta contamination can be cleaned
up, the extent and type of contamination must be
known. A Remedia Investigation (RI) isthestepin
the cleanup processthat discoversthe contamination
present, allowing the baseto decide how to cleanup
thearea. Two important stepsinthe Rl were Phase 1
(generd) and Phase 2 (detailed) sampling. Themost
information was gathered in Phase 1. Between 1992
and 1995, technicianswent out to OU A and took
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samplesof soil, air within the soil, and groundwater.
The Phase 1 datawere analyzed and information gaps
wereidentified. Phase 2 sampling resultswill help
closethose datagaps.

Operable Unit A islocated inthe southeastern portion
of the base and isthe heart of the base'sindustria
operation complexesand office buildings. OU A is
divided into 22 smaller manageable unitscaled
Investigation Clustersthat contain all of the 123 Sites,
Study Areas, and Potential Release Locations. One
additiona site from neighboring OU H was added
into theinvestigation of OU A, to expeditethedata
collectionat thesite. TheOU A Remedial Investiga-
tion Site Characterization Summary (RICS) is sched-
uled to be completed in November 1998.
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RAB Member Profile—Mr. Del Callaway

Recently, the Loca Redevelopment
Authority (LRA) gavethe RAB the
option of having arepresentativeon
theLRA'sPlanning Team. Ddl
Cdlaway, the RAB Reuse Committee
Chair, was selected by the RAB tofill
that dot. Hismembership onthe
Planning Team hasbenefitted the
community and RAB membershby
providing aliaison betweenthe RAB
and county decison makerswho are
shaping McCldlan'sfuture. “I can
offer knowledge of the community

isableto provideinput onreuse
decisonsfrom both the community
and environmental perspectives.

Mr. Callaway has been acommunity
member and employeeat McClellan
AFB since 1985. Hisinterest inthe

| RP began when he joined the
Agency for Toxic Substancesand
Disease Registry (ATSDR) Commu-
nity Assessment Panel in 1993. Mr.
Cdlaway explained that he“worked
withATSDR to develop community
study areas used for the hedlth

and Ingtdlation Restoration Program
(IRP) to the Planning Team,” Mr.
Callaway said. Inreturn, he bringstopics of concern
tothe RAB that relateto theIRP. Inadditionto these
responsibilities, Mr. Cdlaway regularly participatesin
the BRAC Cleanup Teammeetingsand isamember
of each of the three other committeesof the RAB. He

assessment, to determineif any
adverse hedthimpacts could be attributed to con-
taminationat McCldlanAFB.” Hesawthe ATSDR
study through and continued to participatein just
about every other issue of concernto McClellan's
surrounding community. Sz

Suggested Reading

|C 23 Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis
(EE/CA).

The EE/CA evauatesconditionsat asteto determine
if aparticular technology isapplicable, inthiscase,
soil vapor extraction (SVE). A public comment
period isongoing through January 24th.

1996 BRAC Cleanup Plan (BCP). TheBCP gives
acomprehensive snapshot of the status of therestora
tion program, asit relatesto closure. TheBCPwas
completed in November 1996.

1996 Community Relations Plan (CRP). The CRP
outlinesthe programfor fostering two-way communi-
cation between McClellanand the public. It aso
givesthehistory of community relationsactivitiesand
of therestoration programasawhole.

1996 EPA Summary Report: Gamma Ray Scan of
McClellan AFB. A summary report of theU.S.

EPA'sproject to use aspecially equipped vanto scan
McClellan AFB for traces of radioactive materials.

All four documentsare availablethrough the Adminis-
trative Record on base and at the Information Re-
pository at the Rio LindaCommunity Center.

Also, the BCP and CRP are available over the
Internet. Set your Web browser (such as Netscape,
Microsoft Explorer, or theweb browser from
AmericaOnline) to:

http:/Amww.meclelan.af.mil

ThisistheMcClellan AFB home page. Click on
McClellan AFB Organizationa Pages, thenon
Environmental Management. Thiswill bringyouto
the Environmental Management homepage. Click on
the document you want. From here, you can either
read or download theentiredocument! S
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Seeinsert for Agenda.
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS @

( For MORE INFORMATION \

about McClellan’s Installation Restoration
Program, please call:

Margaret Gidding
Community Relations Coordinator
McClellan AFB
(916) 643-1742 x354
gidding.margaret@smal.mcclellan.af.mil

Sue Sher

Cal-EPA/DTSC

Public Participation Specialist
(916) 255-3647

Fraser Felter

U.S. EPA
(415) 744-2181
(800) 231-3075

Broken Pipe at Soil Vapor
Extraction System Causes
Spill at M cClellan

On October 18, amechanical failure onawater
recirculation line of asoil vapor extraction system
near Building 351 on the southwest portion of the
base caused aminor spill. The system, located at
Investigation Clugter (1C) 31, automatically shut
off, and thewater wasimmediately cleaned up.
Three base employeeswho inadvertently walked
through themist and spray fromthe pressurized
linewere offered complete medical evaluationsat
thetime and were found to have no adverse
hedlth effects.

TheCdiforniaEnvironmental Protection Agency,
Regiona Water Quality Control Board, and
Department of Toxic Substances Control were
notified. &<ign-
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