
N
e

w
s
le

tt
e

r
Update

Environmental Action
N

e
w

s
le

tt
e

r

A Q u a r t e r l y N e w s l e t t e r A b o u t E n v i r o n m e n t a l A c t i v i t i e s a t M c C l e l l a n

O c t o b e r — D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 3

The Air Force Real Property Agency plans to

help Sacramento and its developer in

the efforts to bring jobs and prosperity back to

the region by upgrading critical infrastructure at

the former McClellan AFB.

The sanitary sewer system at McClellan has

insufficient capacity to support existing and

future development. The Air Force has

contributed $1 million to pay for about half the

cost of planning and designing the project,

while Sacramento County and McClellan

Business Park are contributing a like sum. The

Air Force’s contribution is associated with

environmental requirements for handling

potential contamination. Sacramento County

and McClellan Park will focus on the design

and replacement

of the sewer.

“The goal is to

remove the sanitary

sewer system, part

of which is 60 years

old, and replace it

with upgrades to

meet future sewer

capacity

requirements

needed to support

key development

and job-creation

opportunities,” said

Paul Brunner, the

Air Force

environmental

coordinator at

McClellan.

County

BRAC

Air Force assists with sewer system upgrades

With the support of

Senator Barbara Boxer, Congressman Robert

Matsui and Congressman Doug Ose, the

County initiated collaboration with the Air

Force to secure the $5 million Department of

Defense share of sewer project funding.

Senator Dianne Feinstein,

“Sacramento County’s efforts to revitalize the

former McClellan Air Force Base were

“This is a crucial redevelopment effort,” said

Congressman Matsui. “Sacramento lost 23,000

jobs when McClellan closed. Advancing this

project is a positive step toward creating short-

and long-term job opportunities for our

community.”

Interested spectators view a newly installed system at

the Groundwater Treatment Plant during a recent open

house. The new system removes the metal hexavalent

chromium from the incoming groundwater.

Continued on back page



The is a publication of the Air Force Real Property Agency at

McClellan, California, designed to keep the public informed of environmental activities at the base.

For questions, comments, or to be added to the mailing list, please write to AFRPA/DD-McClellan,

3411 Olson Street, McClellan, CA 95652-1003 or phone (916) 643-1742 ext. 232.
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BRAC Environmental Coordinator Paul Brunner

www.afrpa.hq.af.mil/mcclellan
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Is it safe?

That’s the question Mike Swart answers before tenants

or utility companies begin digging on the former

McClellan Air Force Base.

Swart is the environmental protection specialist with the

Air Force. He is responsible for coordinating Encroach-

ment Permits McClellan.

“McClellan was an industrial base for over 50 years that

used a variety of hazardous materials which

contaminated soils in areas around some of the

facilities,” he said. “In addition, there continue to be Air

Force groundwater treatment lines, soil vapor extraction

lines, bioventing systems, groundwater monitoring and

extraction wells, former industrial waste lines, pipes and

sewer lines that need to be flagged on permits to avoid

damage.”

If a tenant needs to dig, the Air Force requires an

Encroachment Permit. The permit can be obtained from

(permits to move soil) at

Dig this—encroachment permits promote safety

the Air Force Real Property Agency office at 3411 Olson

Street. There is a short questionnaire to fill out; other

supporting documents may also be required, such as a

map of the area. The Air Force will assist anyone who

needs to dig at McClellan. “We screen the area because

we want to properly identify any potential health or

safety issues,” Swart said. “I can look at their map and

very quickly identify any soil contaminants located there

or let them know if we foresee any problems.”

“We try to identify any known hazards. Where soils are

concerned, we may have to take samples if the digging

takes place in an environmental restoration site or if

unusual odors or discolored soil are discovered,” he said.

“Providing this service promotes the safe redevelopment

of the base, considers their needs, and expedites this

process wherever possible.” Emergency

digs are handled immediately.” Anyone needing to dig at

McClellan should contact Mike Swart at 643-0830,

extension 230, for an Encroachment Permit.

Swart says “

The Air Force decommissions wells that have outlived their usefulness and

also prevents them from becoming conduits that allow contaminants to

infiltrate the groundwater.

The monitoring well pictured below was decommissioned by pulling out its

pump, filling the well with grout, cutting it off, capping it 5 feet below the

ground surface, and restoring the soil. Two other wells were also recently

decommissioned.

The figure at right shows the construction of a

typical well.
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The Air Force moved a step closer to transferring

seven areas of land to Sacramento County by

completing the Proposed Plan process for those

sites.

The Proposed Plan is the step in the cleanup

process that consists of a public comment period

and a public meeting designed to obtain input on

the cleanup of particular sites. The comments

from the public are incorporated into the final

document, called a Record of Decision.

The Air Force held a

public meeting in

September to solicit

comments from the

community regarding

the details of soil

cleanup at the seven

sites, called the initial

parcel sites.

To date, the Air Force has transferred 215 acres

to Sacramento County for reuse and

redevelopment.

“The Record of

Decision is a

legally binding

document that

defines the

cleanup strategies for

the initial parcel sites

and is a major

milestone in the

process of cleaning up

these sites and

transferring property

for reuse,” said Air

Force program

manager Steve Mayer.

The Proposed Plan

outlines each site’s

contamination, the

risks each is estimated

to pose to human

health and the

environment, and all of the cleanup options the Air

Force has considered. It also discusses the details of

the Air Force’s “preferred cleanup alternative” and

why it was chosen.

The Air Force will address the comments it received

during the comment period. The comments and

responses are a document called a responsiveness

summary, which is incorporated into the Record of

Decision.

“This is an important milestone,” said Mayer “because

the Air Force considers the public’s concerns and

comments in its cleanup decisions. Afterwards, the

Record of Decision is signed by the Air Force, the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, California

Department of Toxic Substances Control and Regional

Water Quality Control Board.”
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McClellan Environmental Cleanup Scoreboard
As of October 1, 2003:

Pounds of volatile organic compound
contamination removed from soil and groundwater.

1,212,326

Air Force moves closer to transferring property

The initial parcel sites include:

• PRL S-014, a former paint

shop, spray booth and

motor pool area

• PRL S-033, a former

hazardous material

storage facility

• PRL S-040, a former aircraft

maintenance and engine

test area

• SA 003, a former wash rack

and hazardous waste

storage area

• SA 035, a former

underground storage tank

• SA 041, a former welding,

sheet metal, and

carpentry shop

• SA 091, a former

warehouse, truck parking,

and hazardous material

storage area

(Above) PRL S-014 is one of the sites the Air Force is seeking to

clean up and transfer. (At left) AF program manager Steve Mayer

presents the AF’s plans during the September public meeting.
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“We work with state agencies, primarily the California

Department of Health Services, to ensure buildings

where operations or processes occurred that involved

radiological contaminants meet current regulatory

requirements for unrestricted use,” said Dave Green,

McClellan’s Radiation Program Manager. “Clearing

buildings is not a quick process, but the AFRPA is

being thorough and is making steady progress.”

The Air Force Real Property Agency has cleared 40

buildings of potential radiological concerns, with 31

buildings still remaining. “Clearing the buildings”

means documenting they are free of radiological

hazards and are available for unrestricted use. For the

radiological program, the term “unrestricted use” means

buildings that had prior operations involving

radiological materials have been found to meet

regulatory requirements and can now be used for any

purpose.

Radiation may be present as a result of past industrial

activities such as painting aircraft dials with radium,

some alloys in aircraft components, laboratory analysis,

or from radioactive sources from other industrial uses.

Steps the Air Force takes to ensure buildings

are cleared of radiological concerns:

1 Conducts historical site assessment to review

contaminants of concern;

2 Submits a field sampling plan for regulatory review;

3 Surveys the buildings and analyze samples

according to the field sampling plan;

4 Cleans up contamination if found, and resamples to

verify cleanup was adequate;

5 Writes a final status survey report outlining results

that document the facility can be used without

restrictions;

6 Submits this report to regulators for their

concurrence; and

7 Upon regulatory concurrence, releases the building

to the local redevelopment agency for reuse.

Air Force ensuring buildings are safe to transfer

dramatically enhanced by the $4.9 million included

in the FY04 Department of Defense appropriation to

fund disposal of Air Force contaminated soil, pipe

and materials associated with replacement of the

aging sewer system at McClellan,” said Jeanette

Musil, Sacramento County’s Environmental Manager

for McClellan.

Air Force personnel and contractors will assist with

Sacramento County’s redevelopment efforts and help

speed the transition to civilian use by providing

expertise to ensure that proper environmental

protection procedures are followed.

Sacramento County officials plan to begin

construction on this five-year project during the

summer of 2004.

Air Force assists with
sewer system upgrades (cont.)
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