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McClellan Meeting Minutes – Final
May 18, 2004

McClellan AFB Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting
Bell Avenue School, Sacramento, California

RAB Members in Attendance:

Kevin Baum, Community Member
Gary Collier, Community Member
Kevin Depies, CA Department of Toxic Substances Control
Joe Healy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Alan Hersh, McClellan Park
Jeanette Musil, LRA
Paul Brunner, AFRPA
Paul Plummer, Community Member
James Taylor, CA Regional Water Quality Control Board
Jennifer Weidhaas, Community Member

Welcome and Introductions Joe Saxon, URS Public Affairs Specialist, welcomed all
attendees to the McClellan Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) meeting.

Ms. Kelly Ryan, meeting facilitator, reviewed the RAB meeting guidelines. She introduced
Kris Escarda, DTSC Public Participation Specialist.

Ms. Ryan announced that James Roberts, community member, has stepped down as a RAB
member.

Introductions
The RAB members introduced themselves to the public.

Agenda
Ms. Ryan reviewed the agenda and handouts. Ms. Ryan explained that the public can make
comments at the meeting by filling out the comment cards, and she pointed out how the
public can contact members of the RAB and Air Force.

Comments on Minutes
No comments were received from the last RAB meeting minutes. The February 2004
meeting minutes were approved and finalized.

Air Force Cleanup Update
Paul Brunner presented the cleanup update, referring to a handout in the information packet
provided to all RAB members, which contained detailed descriptions of progress at several
projects and sites at McClellan. He specifically addressed the following:

• Groundwater Treatment Plant (GWTP) – The hexavalent chromium ion exchange
treatment system and the ultraviolet oxidation system are operating normally. The
GWTP lost electric service due to storm outages on 25 February 2004, resumed
operation on 26 February 2004, and was shut down on 27 February 2004 because the
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burner coil failed. The burner unit was replaced and the GWTP was restarted on 8
March 2004.

• Minor Spill Incident – On 4 March 2004, one-quarter to one-half gallons of sewage
was released into Magpie Creek near the former Aero Club. The release was the
result of a sewer pipe leak caused from debris build-up from the February storms. The
leak was immediately repaired with no apparent environmental impact.

• Confirmed Site (CS)-10 – Currently, there are approximately 23,400 cubic yards of
soil staged inside the tent until funding is obtained to dispose the contaminated waste.
The site has continuous perimeter air monitoring for radiation and URS continues to
inspect and maintain the area.

The tent at CS-10 suffered damage during the storm event on 25 February 2004. No
contaminants were released from CS-10 because of the damage. Repairs are
scheduled to begin in late May/June timeframe. (A photo of the tent was displayed.)

Mr. Collier asked if there was breach in the tent (seen on the photo) as indicated by
the sun shining through the tent. Mr. Brunner stated that rain did enter into the site,
and that the rainwater was later used for dust suppression.

CS-10 was exhumed to confirm that there is no immediate threat. All soil exhumed
at the site had low-level contamination. An alternative other than excavation being
considered is the potential consolidation of soils from other disposal pits. The
regulators and public were invited to make comments on this issue.

• OU B-1 Cap and OU D Cap– The first quarter inspection included sediment
sampling. There were hits of low-level polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in two
sediment traps. Follow-up sampling and analysis will be performed in accordance
with McClellan’s protocols. The results will be provided in the first quarter report. 9-

Mr. Collier asked if there is movement in the ditch or is it currently only soil.
Mr. Brunner stated that there are ecological receptors along the ditch.

• OU B-1 Drainage Ditch –The Draft Final Removal Action Completion Report
(RACR) was finalized on 26 April 2004.

• Document Deliverable Status Report (DSR) – Mr. Brunner pointed out that a list of
all the deliverables to be updated by all managers for the next 45 days is included in
the handout packet.

Key Documents of Interest to the RAB – Mr. Brunner referred to a chart listing documents,
some of which have already been developed and some of which will be developed during the
next few months. These documents are available to the RAB members upon request.

Mr. Brunner brought attention to the following documents:

• Vadose Zone Monitoring Report,
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• Groundwater Quarterly Report,
• Second Five-Year Review,
• Basewide VOC Groundwater Proposed Plan – out for review in June 2004
• Finding of Suitability for Early Transfer (FOSET) – (81 acres), and
• Finding of Suitability of Transfer (FOST) – (97 acres),
• Initial Parcel ROD Sites (McClellan worked on seven sites and anticipates that this

document will be signed within the next few weeks with cleanup actions beginning
this summer.)

Additionally, a written response to Mr. Collier’s comment during the February RAB meeting
was distributed to the RAB members.

LRA Activities Update
Jeanette Musil gave an update on the Local Reuse Authority:

Sanitary Sewer System Project –This is a $50 million project. This project begins with
transferring the sewer system at McClellan Park from the Air Force to the County.  It then
involves removing and replacing the system with a new one and disposing of pipe and soil
contaminated by previous military activities.  The LRA will be the government entity
operating the sewer. The responsibilities will include activities such as billing, operations,
maintenance and spill notification.

The sanitary sewer system project has two phases, Planning and Design, which began June
2003 and will end June 2004; and Construction, which will begin July 2004 and end
December 2008.

McClellan Park is obligated to provide the County with a code-compliant, capacity sufficient
sanitation sewer system. The County received $4.9 million, via a congressional appropriation
to assist the Air Force with its remediation costs.  This funding is does not detract from other
environmental funds at McClellan, and is in addition to current AFRPA funding for
McClellan.

Ms. Musil showed a slide showing the sanitary sewer system, which is over 20 miles. A slide
was shown giving the areas of where the first, second, third, and fourth year activity.

Ms. Musil further stated that McClellan Park and its contractors have extensively analyzed
and performed historical research on sanitary sewer system. McClellan Park will develop a
cost estimate based on this information. Ms. Musil offered to review all the agreements at the
next RAB meeting.

Land Use – there is concern from the regulatory agencies and the Air Force about future
development and what safeguards will be in place for future developers at McClellan. The
county will meet with County Planning to discuss developing a notification process for
flagging the land use controls.

Mr. Brunner asked how many years the improvement project is scheduled for. Alan Hersh
stated that the EDA Project would take approximately three years for permits and
construction.
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Mr. Collier asked for more information on traffic impact. Mr. Brunner stated that that
information is in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

Five-Year Review

Introduction
Mr. Mike Zabaneh explained the purpose of the Five-Year Review is to determine if the
selected remedies are functioning as intended and are protective of human health and the
environment. He briefed the RAB members on the Five-Year Review using the hand out and
overhead slides on the Five-Year Review findings and recommendations. The overall finding
indicates that McClellan’s remedies are protective of human health and the environment. The
Five-Year Review was reviewed by nine regulatory agencies and was approved and signed
by the U.S. EPA, Cal/EPA, and the Air Force.

A detailed handout was included in the handout packet. Additionally, the Five-Year Review
is available upon request. Mr. Zabaneh stated that the community can get involved by
reviewing the Five-Year Review Report, provide feedback, discuss the Five-Year review at
RAB meetings, and provide issues to be considered during the next review.

Ms. Musil stated that it is important that discussions take place concerning the role and
funding of land use controls The County has not agreed to implement, fund, and/or
administer any of the land use controls since the County is not responsible for the
contamination. She emphasized the need for dialog. Mr. Brunner stated that he agrees and the
Air Force’s goal is to move property and move on. Land use control is a negotiating issue as
to who does what and who will fund it.

Mr. Hersh stated that the remedies are only recommendations. It is his opinion that it is too
early to discuss institutional controls (i.e., land use controls).

Mr. Healy stated that when there is a ROD, the public is guaranteed an opportunity to review
the Proposed Plan, which will identify the recommended remedies at a particular site. The
first proposed plans to be submitted are the Groundwater Proposed Plan and the VOC
Proposed Plan. The Air Force will propose a remedy; McClellan and the County can make
oral comments and/or submit oral comments at the proposed plan meeting. This will be the
opportunity for all concern parties to submit comments in writing, because the Air Force will
be required to take these comments in account when making decisions and the U.S. EPA will
be forced to oversee the comments.

Mr. Healy emphasized the importance of public comments and encouraged the RAB
members to pay attention to the documents.

Mr. Brunner stated that McClellan Park and County will get copies of these documents.
Mr. Healy stated that the Basewide VOC is an addendum, which analyzes institutional
controls as to its protectiveness. This document warrants review and comments.

Mr. Brunner commented that the Air Force will do all of the stated recommendations.
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Ms. Musil asked what happens if a remedy is not working. Mr. Healy stated that
approximately two years ago, it was discovered that the GWTP was releasing hexavalent
chromium that was above the legally allowable limit. As soon as this was discovered, it was
addressed and corrected. Mr. Brunner stated that if something is not working it is addressed
immediately.

Mr. Depies reiterated that the Five-Year Review is an evaluation on whether a remedy is
protective and achieving its goals.

Mr. Collier asked about a tenant damaging the landfill cap – he wanted to know if taxpayers
are subsidizing the tenants or if the tenants are responsible for repairing the landfill cap.

 Mr. Brunner stated that if the tenants are responsible, then they would be responsible for
paying pay for the repairs.

Mr. Hersh stated that the landfill cap is designed to support industrial activity. When it does
not, the repair is funded by the Air Force.  When the landfill cap is damage by construction,
McClellan Park is responsible.

Mr. Collier asked what is the life expectancy of landfill cap. Mr. Brunner stated that the
landfill cap will be replaced in five to seven years.

Mr. Collier asked if McClellan will remove the PVC pipe and replace it with something
sturdier, Mr. Brunner stated that the cap is protective, if the cap is a final remedy it will be
replaced with a better cap.

Mr. Brunner stated that McClellan has tried to be proactive. The Five-Year Review is a
significant document to the Air Force, County, and McClellan Park. The Five-Year Review
is a tool that allows businesses to see the condition of McClellan and it gives an accurate
snapshot.

Public Comment Period
None.

RAB Members Advice, Comments, and Announcements

Mr. Baum stated that he appreciates the website. He requested that the Air Force provide a
list of relevant public access meetings to the RAB members in order that they might have the
opportunity to attend.

Mr. Healy stated that this is the second Five-Year Review for McClellan. During the first
Five-Year Review, the U.S. EPA encourage the Air Force to go beyond the letter of the law
and go to the spirit of the law by reporting on remediation system that were not a result of the
ROD. It is Mr. Healy’s opinion that McClellan did a great job looking at remediation
whether it came from a ROD or not. U.S. EPA appreciates the effort.

Mr. Paul Plummer requested that the RAB meeting dates be changed in order for other RAB
members to attend.
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Mr. Depies stated that a poll of RAB members should be taken regarding RAB meeting
dates. He also concurred with Mr. Healy that the Air Force did a great job on review and
went beyond the ROD.

Mr. Musil asked what is the composition of the RAB and is the RAB full. Mr. Saxon stated
that McClellan is in the midst of a membership drive now.

Mr. Collier requested for more information on economic and residual storage in terms of CS
10 and how it impacts other potential excavated sites. He also requested a list of regulatory
meetings be made available.

Mr. Brunner stated that a poll was taken several years ago to schedule RAB meetings. The
members who could not attend during that time are not on the RAB now. He agrees of re-
polling. Additionally, Mr. Brunner has an open-door policy for RAB members to discuss any
issue. He is also available to speak to groups, luncheons, etc.

Mr. Brunner said the Air Force will develop and provide a calendar of meetings.

Ms. Weidhaas asked if the RAB members will have an opportunity to review the ROD.
Mr. Depies stated that the proposed plan will be distributed June 2004 and comments are due
mid-July 2004. This document will be placed on the website.

Mr. Brunner announced that Mr. Gibson’s wife passed away; a card was passed for RAB
members to sign.

Mr. Collier stated that he recently heard that there are “youngsters” battling cancer in the Rio
Linda area. He asked if McClellan is aware of this and has there been contact (it is believed
that agriculture products are the cause). Mr. Brunner stated that he was not aware nor was he
contacted.








































